
 

Summer Package Deadline: Please return to your new classroom teacher on the 

first day of school, Monday, August 9th. Por favor regrese a su nuevo profesor de 

clase el primer día de clases, lunes, 9 de agosto. 

GOING TO 4TH GRADE 

Summer Packet 
   

 
  

 

 

 

   Scholar’s Name: _______ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 minutes/4 days per week on Zearn or Exact Path  

my.classlink.com/uplift 
 

Ask someone you know about how to 
set up a weekly or monthly spending 

budget. Create one for yourself based 
off of an income that you create.

 

Measure all of the ingredients when 
cooking a meal (especially the liquids in 
the measuring cup). Challenge yourself 
to double or cut the recipe in half and 
find the new measurements. 

Track any income that you make 
from helping out others.  Deduct 
your expenses and record your 

daily/weekly balance.

Time yourself or someone else 
running.  Record the times and order 

them from fastest to slowest.  Do 
repeated trials and find the average 

speed. 

If you take a road trip, or even staying 
local, write down how far you travel.  

Draw a map with a scale of your travels. 
Bonus- research and find facts about the 

places you visit.

“What else can I do this summer?” 

Math Tech Program Time Spent One Thing I Learned 
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Independent Learning Format
Part I: Comprehension / Reflection/Response to Reading
Questions*

Part II: Literacy Choice Board Activities

Part III: Language Development Worksheets

*Scholars will need a copy of the following 20-21 Uplift Education At Home Reading Novels.

Rising 3rd Rising 4th Rising 5th

Sadiq and the Desert Star by Siman
Nuurali (Chapter book)

One Crazy Summer by Rita
Willams Garcia New Kid by Jerry Craft

We Are All Wonders by R.J. Palacio
The Harlem Charade by
Natasha Tarpley

"The Dreamer" by Pam
Munoz Ryan

https://www.amazon.com/New-Kid-Jerry-Craft/dp/0062691198/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=New+Kid+by+Jerry+Craft&qid=1614789392&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Were-All-Wonders-R-Palacio/dp/1524766496


Part I: Comprehension/ Reflection/Response
to Reading

Questions



About the Book

Questions for Discussion

   Eleven-year-old Delphine has it together. Even though her mother, Cecile, abandoned her and her 
younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern, seven years ago. Even though her father and Big Ma will send them 
from Brooklyn to Oakland, California, to stay with Cecile for the summer. And even though Delphine 
will have to take care of her sisters, as usual, and learn the truth about the missing pieces of the past. 
   When the girls arrive in Oakland in the summer of 1968, Cecile wants nothing to do with them. She 
makes them eat Chinese takeout dinners, forbids them to enter her kitchen, and never explains the 
strange visitors with Afros and black berets who knock on her door. Rather than spend time with them, 
Cecile sends Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern to a summer camp sponsored by a revolutionary group, the 
Black Panthers, where the girls get a radical new education about the world, their mother, and themselves.

By Rita Williams-Garcia
Discussion Guide

www.harpercollinschildrens.com

1.  How would you describe Delphine’s relationship with her sisters? 
How is it like your relationship with your sibling(s) or like the 
relationships of siblings you know? How is it different? What does 
Delphine mean when she says she enjoys her role as Vonetta and 
Fern’s “enemy and big sister”?

2.  What does Delphine expect from Cecile? Do her expectations 
differ from Vonetta’s and Fern’s expectations? Why? What word 
or words would you use to describe Cecile?

3.  What does Delphine decide about Oakland on her first night 
there? If you were in her place, would you have come to a similar 
conclusion? Have you ever felt similarly about a place you’ve 
visited? Did you discover anything that changed your mind?

4.  Are Cecile and Delphine at all alike? How? How are they different? 
What does Cecile mean when she tells Delphine that it wouldn’t 
kill her to be selfish (p. 110)?

5.  What elements in the story give you clues about the characters’ 
personalities? Some of the characters have objects that are closely 
associated with them, like Delphine and her Timex, Cecile and 
her printing press, and Hirohito and his go-kart. What do these 
objects say about the characters? Can you find more examples of 
characters with close associations to objects in the story?

6.  Names play an important role in the story. How does Cecile feel 
about names? How does she explain the name she gave herself, 
Nzila? Why is Delphine upset when she finds her name in the 
dictionary? Why does Cecile call Fern “Little Girl” for most of 
the book, and what finally causes her to call Fern “Fern”? Why 
does Delphine tell Fern her Cecile-given name, even though Cecile 
hadn’t planned to tell her?

     7.  Are the Black Panthers Delphine observes at breakfast her 
first few mornings in Oakland like she expected them to be? 
How do Sister Mukumbu and Sister Pat differ from Delphine’s 
expectations? What do you think she means when she says 
that “beating eggs never makes the evening news” (p. 64)?

   8.  What kind of image does Crazy Kelvin project? Is it possible to 
judge the whole Black Panther group based on Crazy Kelvin’s 
actions? Do you think groups can be distinguished negatively 
or positively by the actions of individual members? 

    9.  What does the stool in the kitchen mean to Delphine? Does her 
relationship with Cecile change the evening the stool appears? 
How?

  10.  How does Delphine feel about the messages of the Black 
Panthers? Why does she want to stop taking her sisters to the 
People’s Center and skip the rally? Do her beliefs about the Black 
Panthers and their messages change throughout the story? How 
would you have felt in her place? 

  11.  One Crazy Summer is full of metaphors. Look up the definition of 
the word metaphor (if you don’t already know what it means). 
Do you think Delphine’s ride on the go-kart is a metaphor? 
What might the go-kart ride symbolize? What other metaphors 
can you find in the story?

  12.  Do you feel any sympathy for Cecile throughout the book? Does 
hearing Cecile’s story at the end make you more sympathetic 
toward her? How does Delphine react to learning her mother’s 
side of the story she’s been hearing for years? How do you think 
you would have felt in her place?

  13.  Do the sisters find what they were looking for on their trip to 
Oakland? Why, or why not?



Extension Activities
1.  Be a Journalist. Have students research the Black Panther 

movement. What aspects of the organization were covered 
most prominently in the media? Does their public image match 
Delphine’s experience with them? Ask students to write a 
magazine or newspaper article (or a letter to the editor) about 
the Black Panthers from Delphine’s perspective.

2.   Living History. Encourage students to read about what was 
happening in the Civil Rights Movement in 1968. Then have 
each of them interview someone who was old enough in 1968 
to remember what was going on, to get a first-hand perspective 
on history.

3.  Civil Rights Today. Prompt students to look through current 
newspapers and magazines or to do some online research about 

what civil rights issues are most prominent in the news today. In 
groups or individually, have students choose one issue to learn 
about and present to the class.

4.  Day Tripping. Ask students to put themselves in Delphine’s 
place and plan a day trip for two younger siblings. Have them 
choose a city, find a map, and then plan out all of the places 
they’ll take their siblings and how much money they’ll need for 
each item on the itinerary. 

5.   Be a Poet. Have students take a cue from Cecile and Fern and 
write a poem that sheds light on a topic or makes people see 
something in a different way. Collect all of the poems to create a 
classroom poetry anthology. 

For exclusive information on your favorite authors and artists, visit www.authortracker.com.
Available from HarperCollins e-books.

To order, please contact your HarperCollins sales representative, call 1-800-C-HARPER, or fax your order to 1-800-822-4090.

About the Author 
   Two-time National Book Award Finalist and winner of the PEN/Norma Klein Award, Rita Williams-
Garcia is the author of six distinguished novels for young adults: Blue Tights, Every Time a Rainbow 
Dies, Fast Talk on a Slow Track, Like Sisters on the Homefront, No Laughter Here, and Jumped. Like 
Sisters on the Homefront was named a Coretta Scott King Honor Book and a best book of the year by 
ALA Booklist, School Library Journal, The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books, and Publishers 
Weekly. No Laughter Here and Jumped are among Rita’s ALA Best Books for Young Adults. 
   Rita Williams-Garcia is currently a faculty member at Vermont College for the MFA in Writing for 
Children and Young Adults Program. She has two daughters, Michelle and Stephanie, and lives in 
Jamaica, New York.

“This novel is just glorious.”—Jacqueline Woodson, Newbery Honor Author of After Tupac and D Foster

“One Crazy Summer is a genuine rarity: a book that is both important in its contents and utterly 
engaging in its characters . . . with the tremendous bonus of being beautifully written.”—Linda Sue Park, 
Newbery Medal–winning author of A Single Shard 

www.harpercollinschildrens.com
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Part II: Literacy Choice Board Activities



Book Report Choice Board
Directions: Choose at least 2 activities from the board

that you would like to do after you have read the

book. Please be as creative and detailed as possible.

You may create it digitally or on paper.

Imagine the book is
being made into a movie.
Write the script for the
movie trailer.
Perform the trailer and
record it, or prepare to
perform in class.

Create a collage with a
mix of images and text.
Must represent
knowledge of characters,
setting and plot.

Design a comic strip that
depicts a major scene
from the book. Must be
images and text, neat
and sequential.

Create a diorama or
other 3D structure that
depicts a major scene
from the book. Include
the scene description.
Must include characters,
setting and plot
elements.

Conduct a fictional
interview of the main
character. Write at least
8 questions you would
ask related to the story
and the character’s
responses to the
questions. You may act
out and record a skit of
the interview.

Create a test about the
book’s characters, the
setting and plot. Must be
a variety of 15 questions.
Include the answer key.

Write a blog reviewing
the book. Talk about
what you liked/disliked
about the plot,
characters and the
setting/time period. Who
would you recommend it
to? Or not?

Create or research a
recipe that would relate
to your book. Provide the
recipe and a description
of how it relates to the
book. You may cook and
include a picture of the
finished product from
the recipe.

Design a movie theatre
poster advertising the
book. Be sure to include
the plot elements,
setting and characters in
the poster. Provide a
‘grabber’ summary to get
others to read the book.



This Photo by 

Summer Reading 
Bingo Choice Board  

Book with a female 
protagonist 

Female author biography Historical fiction 

Scary  
book 

Book with a 
number in the 

title 

Book that 
became a 

movie 

Mystery 

Book recommended 
by a friend 

Book set in the 
future 

A book more 
than 20 years 

old 

Funny book 

Book with a 1-word 
title 

Book with a 
male 

protagonist 

Book about a 
social issue 

Book with 
nonhuman 
characters 

 

Title Author Dates Bingo box 
category 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

http://theconversation.com/grammar-matters-and-should-be-taught-differently-25604
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Part III: Language Development Worksheets
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